SOME   OF   OUR   PATIENTS
fine strong girl, the pride and joy of her mother. Many
times have we in this way enabled a mother, who, without
our aid, would never have had a living child, to get one or
•more children alive, and to have a happy family of her
own. But we are also very often called upon to turn a
hopelessly crippled child—if we can do so—into one who is
fit and able-bodied.
Little Kamalam was a case like that. She had got very
badly burnt when she was a tiny child, and the effects of
the burns had completely crippled her; the scars on the
two legs, treated by native medicines in the little village
where was her home, had healed together in a solid mass,
so that her legs, from the top of the thigh to below the
knees, were firmly united, and she could not walk at all.
Her father brought her along, and I did several operations,
at the end of which her legs were completely separated and
she could walk. But while he was attending her in hos-
pital we noticed that her father was a leper. He had to
be admitted into our Leper Home, and that meant that
-the little girl (whose mother had died when Kamalam
was a baby) could not possibly be sent back to a home
where she could not be properly looked after.
In a case like that we have got to do the only Christian
thing—to Look after her in our orphanage, which exists
for exactly that kind of case, and which was then in the
charge of my wife. So now the little girl was saved not
only from being a helpless cripple, but also from the starva-
tion and neglect which would otherwise have been her lot.
One day her father (whose leprosy was of the mild and
hardly infective type, and who therefore had been able
to get leave to visit his family) came to the orphanage
and asked if he might take his little daughter with him
to see her aunt and her little sister. My wife was away
at the time, and she was not given leave. But the father
went home and stayed there instead of coming back to
the Leper Home. On her return from the hills, my wife
one day took Kamalam along in the car, so as to let her
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